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REMARKS 

The application has been reviewed in light ofthe Office Action dated March 24, 2006. 
Claims 1 -25 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 5 and 12 have been amended by rewriting 
the claims in independent form, and claims 1. 6, 8. 13. 14 and 20-23 have been amended to 
clarify that the claims are directed to statutory subject matter, without narrowing a scope of the 
claimed invention, and claims 1, 6 and 8 have been amended to clarify the claimed invention. 
The Office Action indicates that claims 2-4, 7. 9-1 1 , 1 5-19. 24 and 25. Accordingly, claims 1,5. 
6, 8, 12-14 and 20-23 are presented for reconsideration, with claims 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12 being in 
independent form. 

Claims 1 3, 14 and 20-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 as purportedly directed to 

non-statutory subject matter. 

By this Amendment, claims 13, 14 and 20-23 have been amended to clarify the claimed 
invention, without narrowing a scope of the claimed invention. 

Withdrawal of die rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 01 is requesxed. 

Claims 1, 6 and 8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as purportedly anticipated by 

JP 11-1 22490 (Kazumasa). 

Applicant has carefully considered the Examiner's comments and the cited art, and 
respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 6 and 8 are patentable over the cited art. for at 

least die following reasons. 

Tins application relates to performing appropriate shading correction of image data by 
utilizing standard shading correction data from reading a white plate. However, if there is din on 
the white plate or somewhere in the optical path, degraded image data may be obtained from 
reading the white plate. 



PAGE 13/15* RCVD AT 6/1912006 6:06:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/17 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:+212 391 0631 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-06 



Jun-19-06 06:07pm From- +212-391-0631 T-385 P. 014/015 F-863 

Naohiro Yasuda, S.N. 10/007,279 Diet. No. 2271/66021 

Page 13 

Applicant found that this problem can be overcome by an approach in which before an 
image of an original document is read, a predetermined value corresponding to a peak value of 
standard shading data (for example, the peak value, or 0.9 x peak value, etc.) is set as the 
standard shading data for a pixel thai is determined to be abnormal. Each of independent claims 
1 , 6 and 8 addresses these features, as well as additional features. 

Kazumasa, which is discussed in the Background section of this application, proposes an 
approach wherein for an abnormal pixel data determined to be caused by din on the white plate, 
die shading correction data for the pixel found to be abnormal is corrected to be a combination of 
shading correction data of adjoining pixels (see Kazumasa, paragraph [0014]), and for a detected 
abnormal pixel which is determined io be caused by factors other than dirt on the white plate, the 
image data for the abnormal pixel is adjusted to be a combination of the image data of adjoining 
pixels. 

In contrast, independent claim 1 of the present application provides that before an image 
of an original document is read, a predetermined value corresponding to a peak value of standard 
shading data (for example, the peak value, or 0.9 x peak value, etc.) is set as the standard shading 
data for a pixel diat is determined to be abnormal. Kazumasa neither disclose nor suggests this 
feature, and therefore claim 1 is patentable thereover. 

Independent claims 6 and 8 are patcntably distinct from the cited art for at least similar 

reasons. 

Accordingly, for at least the above-stated reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that 
independent claims 1 . 6, and 8, and the claims depending therefrom, are patentable over the cited 
art. 

The Office Action indicates that claims 2-4, 7, 9-1 1, 1 5-19, 24 and 25 are allowed. 
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Applicant apples the Examined — r « — - ta th ° 

Acrion and submits the >»o- — «*• — *«* 

allowance in the Office Action. 

rte O ffi «Action i „diaa.e sto cla i »s5a„dna re o b jac K du.a S bain 8 d=pan d a„«upon 

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

By this Amendmen, Cairns 5 and ,2 have bean amended by rewriting ft. claim, in 
independent form include a,, of rhe .imitations of tba baaa Calm and any intervening Cairns. 

tovtev.of.haantendmamstotltecWms^dramaritah^nabove.Applta.aubmhsnta, 

Ih e appHcaf.cn is now in eondirion for aHowancc. According, AppUean, earnestly solicits the 

allowance of the application, 

,f , petition for an extension of rime is temrired to make this response Mr. *is paper 
.Houldbeconsideredtobcsuchaperition. The Paten, Office is hereby authorized tochar 8 eany 
te may be retired in connection with .his amendment end ,0 credit any overpayment to 

our Deposit Account No. 03-3125. 

Ifatelcphoncintcrvlewcould advance the proton ofUus application, the Examiner is 

respectfully requested to call the undersized attorney. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Paul TengrRegJ 



Paul Teng^eg^No. 40,837 
Attorney for A^lic** 111 
Cooper & Dunham LLP 
Tel.: (212) 278-0400 
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